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The Watsonville Law Center is
looking for former workers at La
Esperanza supermarkets who may
be entitled to receive a skice of the
$610,000 settlement awarded in a
class-action lawauit.
On behalf of Guillermo Melendez,
a butcher’s assistant, and Jose Con-
treras Moreno, a stocket, the center
filed a lawsuit in 2006 against the
small supermarket chain for viola-
- tions to the state labor code, which
included failure to pay overtime and
give the workers breaks.
| The suit claimed the chain, which
has four stores in Salinas and one in
Soledad, paid its employees a fixed
salary regardless of the hours each
person worked, thus avoiding
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and months worked between

Jan. 9, 2002, and March 15, .

2007. How much each person
will get will be calculated after
the entire pool of plaintiffs
responds, Rose Inda said:
Melendez is gethng $14,000
and Contreras $10,000.

There are more than 500
low-wage etnployees —
mostly janitors, cashiers,
stockers and baggers — who
belong to the class, Inda said.

“It's a good settlement for

La Esperanza employees may be eligible for suit award I

Law center seeks
‘market workers

overtime pay.

La Esperanza disputed the allega-
tions, according to Dori Rose Inda,
an attorney with the law center.

Owners claimed they did nothing
wrong, but they cooperated with the ,
case and encouraged mediation. '
The case was settled in Santa Cruz
Supérior Court before thie trial was !
set to start.

Judge Robert B: Atack approved a

preliminary settiement in ‘May, and
before the final approval is granted,
the law center has to contact as
many of the plaintiffs as possible,
Rose Inda said.

Twothirds of the money —
$396,000 — will be divided among
former workers according to a for-
qnula that considers weekly salaries
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the workers” Inda said
“There’s an interest the work:

_ers have in the stores to con-
tinue to do business so that
they can employ workers, and

there’s an interest in them
being paid for wages they
were not paid for overtime.
That’s .a balance that has to
happen.”

Former workers of la
Esperanza markets should

“call the Watsonville Law Cen-

ter at 722-2845 for informa-
1:on

Claudia Meléndez Salinas

_ can be reached at 753-6755 or

cmelendez@montereyhemld

com
v

‘llmmlgrat in frand) has very severe and. pelmanent
consegqilerices for-families who have lived here many
years, and for kids who were born and raised here, and
know no other home. It's very sad.’ :

DORI ROSE INDA ATTORNEY

emng of immigration laws and result

~ ing panic among Lafino aliens.

In the worst cases, it destroys an
immigrant’s chance of ever becomiing
a legal resident or citizen of the Unit:
ed States, and can wipe out a famlly ]
life savings.

“At least hundreds have been hurt'

(on the Central Coast),” said Dori Rose

- Inda, an attorney with the nonprofit -

Watsoriville Law Center, “It has very
severe and pernighent consequences
for families who have lived here miany
years, and for kids who were bornand
raised here, and kriow no éther hoitie.

1¢ -application
process, the consultahts — out of a
combination of both greed and incom-

‘petence, critne fighters say —sign peo-
- ple up for residency programs they-

don’ tquahfy for, alerting immigration
authorltles toanalien’s ﬂlegal status
in the procéss. X e
“It’s becoming: a major con
the comimunity,” said Jorge 1fuent%
immigration - program dir
CatholicCharities in Watsg 1]1e
It's also blg buisiness, The problem
has become so severe in Santa Cruz .-

and Monteérey counties thdt Con-.

gressman Sam Farr, D-Carthel, recent
ly created a task force to combat it.
Joining drganizations such as Cah

Pie:

521 Main S'treet, Suite H, Watsonville, CA 95076
Telephone: (831) 722-2845 Fax: (831) 761-3295 E-mail: watsonvillelaw@watsonvillelawcenter.org



