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THE WATSONVILLE LAW CENTER
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Law clerks Julie Stamps {from right), staff ettorney Henry Martin and Jenny Phililps of the Watsonville

{left} on Thursday.

Law Certer refine an [dentity theft presentatlon with the help of Watsonvitie Pofice Sgt. Darren Thompson

Three-quarters of property investigations focus on the crime

By J.0. HILLARD
oF e neaTER pauAnoNA

The eekin Aptos of aman
who Sherfls deputies sad wsed siolen
credit cards to rake thousands of dol-
lazs in online purchases was an example
of a growing crime that leaves low-in-
come, eXely 11d Latino rsidenes par-

ularly vuln

A prone cals and
series of letters requlred to cl up af-
e evan some basic forms of Mentity
theft present & seriaus hassle to anyone,
the crouble Increases the longer you let
11 g, That's why Latina, elderty and low-
lnl:ome residents — those among the
cast llkely to use thelz own credit and
dl.sco\'ex a problem — can come up
the worst problems from the

Latino, elderty and
low-income residents,
— those among the
least likely to use their
own credit and
discover a problesn —
can come up against
the worst problems
from the crime.

crime are falrly simple. Anywhere your

‘personal Information, birth date, Social
Bccunity namber and bank aceounts end
up on paper, hide that paper or destroy
it In addition, once a year, you ore al-
lowed a free glimpse of your credil re-
port  on the Web  sie
‘annuaicredireport com. Check this nfor-
mation and alest ereditors immediately
1f the report s tnaceurate.

‘The Watsonwille Law Center, estab-
ished four years ngo to provide legal ser.
Vices to Jov-income residents, offers sev-

services 1o help clients respand to
1dentity theft. hartin offers workshops In
‘preventing identity theft Hohas given the
‘workshops st Watsonville Public Library,

most.
recently, al & meeting of the Sons in Re-

trement
In sddition, when clients find thern-
dlputoswith

g sald r  stolencer
the Watsonville Lat or. scene. Altogether; five axrests have result-
oy're just not checking thelr cred-  ed for the of Kennelly,
1t repores,” Martin sald Cayne said B
tty rovides eriminals with in

{radulent socess Lo maney ox Moperty
and has grown up about three-
quarters of the wdnld for Santa Cruz
Gounty shertfT's Investigators worklng in
South £oR, gecoreing to Detective
Kevin

Inthe Amm ease, tnvestlgators follow-

In identity theR, Coyne sald. As fien
happens, two of the suspects were
charged with drug-related offenses; one

of the tharges was possession of meth- -

emphetasnine for sale.
“People that sre using

exedltors, the center offers legal
“oncatton to help them recover. With
Steady responses, cllents can usually
learup these roblennsin afeve months,
Martin sai

It can h- to anyane_ The case of
Watsonvllle. Puﬂcesgr. Dlrm'\’l'hnmx‘son

amine fust don't seem to care about
* Coyn,

u.l.adan—-uma.m asmmsm\mus Vic-
tims ps.of 2 the Federal

invalved the fraudulent use of credit ar-  3aid.

Tested 21-yearold John Hennelly, Coyne
satd. Three other people drove up in o

Lucldly, the steps fo protecting your-
aelf from most instances of this type of

Trade- &:mmlminn ~has s-nﬂema from
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of Community Bridges;
- services: supporting resi nts in San
Cruz County. .
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uu erime In 1885, & thief used
Thompson’s permo,
onto forseverallarg pucta:

"The first purchasa was a Sub-
‘urban, and then he went shopping
from there,” he said.

whowashome atthe time. When

astore cmployee in Reno leamned
that

the real Daren Thompson
was 2t horae in Watsonville, they
chased the fraud into a patidng,
lot end noted his llcense plate

rrna- nulu.bﬂ'. ‘The plate nurmbet led to
s arrest.

‘Thompson's experience also
exemplifies the most troubling
characteristic of the crime. The
man who cost him hundreds of

his

ssoctal

up
the financing of his horne, astore
in Reno, Nev, called Watsonville
Police Department to check on
the credlt of someone using Th
omson's formadon for 2 pur
Frances Delfino of WP!

~who worked ot a business Th-
empson patronlzed. While you

‘provent the most com-
o thens ofyourpersoralinfor
mation, you éan't guarnntee that
everyone you do buslm-_w with

. Febared e el 10 numpsnn, will do B
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SILENT VICTIMS OF IMMIGRATION FRAUD; FOR IMMIGRANTS SEEKING
LEGAL RESIDENCE, CONSULTANTS CAN OFFER HOPE; AND DECEIT

BYLINE: EDWIN GARCIA, Mercury News

SECTION: FRONT; Pg. 1A

When immigrants in this farming community need help securing green cards,
work permits or citizenship, they go to a woman known simply as Gladys.
Gladys Jimenez has served thousands of immigrants since she opened her
immigration consulting business nine years ago on a crowded strip alongside
taquerias and 99-cent stores.

But hundreds of her clients now face possible deportation after federal
immigration officials concluded that paperwork filed on their behalf by Gladys
Immigration Service may be fraudulent. In some cases, applications for work
permits apparently claim immigrants lived in the United States when they did
not, working for a farm that's existence cannot be verified. Separately, the

Monterey County Disfrict Attoney's Office has begun an inquiry into her-

business.

Allegations of fraud against consultants such as Jimenez are common in
California, where breakneck immigration has created a great demand for help
in navigating a bureaucracy that holds the keys to citizenship...

Lawyers at the non-profit Watsonville Law Center, have helped former
Jimenez clients fill out consumer complaint forms that were forwarded fo the
Monterey County District Attomney's Office over the past year...
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