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‘(Immigration fraud) has very severe and permanent

consequences for families who have lived here many
years, and for kids who were born and raised here, and :
know no other home. It's very sad.”

Dori ROSE INDA, ATTORNEY

. Immigratior
fraud hits
ome front

Area Latinos getting fleeced by ‘notarios’

By JEANENE HARLICK
SENTINEL STAFF WRITER

" SANTA CRUZ — Immigration fraud

- does'more than empty pocketbooks:

It can tear families apart.
_This fraud has existed for decades.
Those in this country illegally are easy
targets. The victims often don’t know

U.S. laws and, because of their status, -
do not report when they have been'

swindled. But immigration officials
say there has beén an upsurge — local-
ly and nationally — in the recent tight-
ening of immigration laws and result-

! ing panic among Latino aliens.

In the worst cases, it destroys an
immigrant’s chance of ever becoming
a legal resident or citizen of the Unit-
ed States, and can wipe out a family’s
life savings.

“At least hundreds have been hurt

(on the Central Coast),” said Dori Rose
Inda, an attorney with the nonprofit
Watsonville Law Center. “It has very
severe and permanent consequences
for families who have lived here many
years, and for kids who were born and
*~ad here, and know no other home.
gu '
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It’'s very sad.”

The perpetrators are so-called
“immigration consultants” who act

~ like lawyers but aren’t. Using notary

public, tax and even travel agencies as
fronts, these consultants charge high
fees for promises they rarely deliver

on. Offering themselves as guides to

the Immigration and Naturalization
Service’s labyrinthine application
process, the consultants — out of a
combination of both greed and incom-

‘petence, crime fighters say — sign peo- -
ple up for residency programs they-

don’t qualify for, alerting immigration
authorities to an alien’s illegal status
in the process. ,

“It’s becoming a major concern in
the community,” said Jorge Sifuentes,
immigration program director for
Catholic Charities in Watsonville.

It’s also big business. The problem

has become so severe in Santa Cruz..
and Monterey counties that Con-

gressman Sam Farr, D-Carmel, recent-
ly created a task force to combat it.
Joining organizations such as Cali-
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